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Trisha Hautea with her students at the Peabody Essex Museum, 2016 

Photo taken by Leslie Goldman 
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 The study of art can encourage multicultural and social awareness, so 

students may assess critically their environments. Art education under the 
multicultural framework conceptualizes and challenges what it means to 

consider the social stratifications that exist in current educational systems 
and classrooms. This curriculum aims to explore approaches that could 
connect multiple experiences, disciplines, social critiques, and creative 

expressions for students. A classroom for multiculturalism and social justice 
is equitable. Students should know their opinions, ideas, creativity, and 

voices matter. This curriculum serves as a mode of providing a democratic 
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space for students regardless of their interests, race, class, gender, 
sexuality, and ability without discrimination.  

 
῝ To encourage learning different disciplines 
῝ To foster a sense of confidence & civic engagement in students 
῝ To cultivate an appreciation of art  
῝ To encourage inclusivity & making art relevant to students’ lives 
῝ To teach both technical & critical thinking skills  
῝ To promote dialogue about current events  

(western & non-western) 

 
Students at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

'Chaosmos Mandala' by Choi Jeong Hwa in MFA ​Megacities Asia​. 
Trisha Hautea, 2016 
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Students Sachi, Emma, Amber, Adele, Aysha, Rahel, Cici, & Helagenet 

 in front of their artwork for their exhibition, ​Perspectives. ​Trisha Hautea, 2016. 
 

Artists as Catalysts for Change 
GRADE LEVEL 
῝ Grades 9 - 12 

‚ Interdisciplinary lessons can be adjusted according to the different 
sciences or social studies classes students may be participating in. 

‚ Units or individual lessons can be edited to meet Advanced Placement 
(AP) requirements for Art History or Studio Art. 

‚ Writing components can be adjusted to fulfill requirements for ​The 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (students will understand that . . .) 
῝ There can be a connection between you and your artwork in a meaningful way 
῝ Artists can be active participants in making a difference in the world 
῝ Art can have a message and raise awareness about contemporary events & 

issues 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
῝ Can art be relevant to your own life? 
῝ Does Art play role in society ? 
῝ Can Art relate to everyday life? 
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Petri Dish Art, ​Klari Reis, 2015 

 

Lesson 1 
Ephemeral Art: Nature as the Studio  

 
Lesson 2  

Bio Art: Art Laboratory 
 

Lesson 3 
 ​Thinking About Climate Change 
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STAGE 1 ą DESIRED RESULTS 
UNIT TRANSFER GOAL 
 
῝ Students will be able to independently utilize their learning to  

think critically about science, nature, and the environment. 
 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS (students will understand that …) 
 
῝ Artists utilize various materials to create art 
῝ Art can connect to different disciplines  
῝ Artists can use nature + biology to create art  

and respond to the world around them 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
῝ What defines ‘an Artist’? 
῝ Can Art be interdisciplinary? 
῝ Does Art address what is happening in the environment? 

 
Petri Dish Art, ​Klari Reis, 2015 
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MA STATE STANDARDS ADDRESSED 
῝ 1. ​Methods, Materials, and Techniques: ​Students will demonstrate knowledge 

of the methods, materials, and techniques unique to the visual arts. 
῝ 4. ​Drafting, Revising, and Exhibiting:​ Students will demonstrate knowledge of 

the process of creating and exhibiting their own artwork: drafts, critique, 
self­assessment, refinement, and exhibition preparation. 

῝ 7. ​Roles of Artists in Communities: ​Students will describe the roles of artists, 
patrons, cultural organizations, and arts institutions in societies of the past and 
present. 

῝ 9. ​Inventions, Technologies and the Arts: ​Students will describe and analyze 
how performing and visual artists use and have used materials, inventions, and 
technologies in their work. 

῝ 10.​ Interdisciplinary Connections. ​Students will apply their knowledge of the 
arts to the study of English language arts, foreign languages, health, history and 
social sciences, mathematics, and science and technology/engineering. 

  
ACQUISITION / UNIT OBJECTIVES ą  
῝ Students will know the arts can be used as a vehicle for promoting global 

awareness and environmental sustainability.  
῝ Students will be skilled at creating site specific artwork and understand the 

meaning of environmental, land, and ephemeral art. 
῝ Students will be able to make connections between different disciplines and art. 
῝ Students will be skilled at bridging art and nature to everyday life. 

 
BioArt Installation by Trisha Hautea, Brianna Moore, & Rengu Zheng  

with the ART + BIO Collaborative, 2016 
Artists as Catalysts for Change 11 
Trisha Hautea 



 
 
 

STAGE 2 ą ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 
 
LESSON I 
Ephemeral Art: Nature as the Studio​’s 
final product will be from this lesson’s final 
component, ‘Outside Exploration’ where 
students will create their own outdoor 
ephemeral piece inspired by Andy 
Goldsworthy. Students will have sketches 
and/or images of their outdoor installations 
as the final outcome of this lesson.  
 
LESSON II 
Bio Art: Art Laboratory​ will work 
collaboratively with a science department. 
A successful outcome of this lesson 
would consist of ‘bioluminescent 
paintings’ (fluorescent paintings under UV 
flashlight) & petri dish ‘bioscapes’. If 
resources allow, students will sketch 
details from microscopes.  
 
LESSON III 
In ​Thinking About Climate Change​, 
students will have done research about 
an environmental issue significant to 
them. Students will create a piece 
accordingly as the final product of this 
lesson.  

From top to bottom:  
Photo taken by Dalila Bennett of Bio Installation sketching, Bioscape with 

the ART+BIO Collaborative, & 
 student example of a piece responding  
to an environmental issues by Mayan L 
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CONTINUUM OF ASSESSMENTS 
UNIT 1 EXPERIMENTING WITH ART! Artists as Scientists & Advocates for the Earth 
Assessment beyond the rubric will include: 
῝ Student journal checks for sketches and notetaking 
῝ Research and group presentations 
῝ Photo images as a form of evidence  
῝ Completion of ephemeral environmental installation, UV painting, 

Bioscapes, and piece responding to an environmental issue.  
῝ For advanced classes: Comparative studies & process portfolios  

‚ UNIT 1 RUBRIC ATTACHED ON PAGE 17 

 

 
From top to bottom: Bioscape by Brianna Moore, shells drawn from microscopes and sketching in nature 

photos taken by Trisha Hautea, 2016. 
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STAGE 3 ą LEARNING PLAN​: ​SCOPE AND SEQUENCE OF LESSONS 

 
In this lesson students will learn about the 
ways in which artists utilize the physical 
environment around them and nature in their 
art making process. Students will learn about 
the different forms of ‘land art’ and ‘ephemeral 
art’. This lesson will focus on Robert 
Smithson’s ‘Spiral Jetty’ and how Andy 
Goldsworthy uses the elements of art (color, 
shape, form, texture, etc.) by using materials 
provided by nature: leaves, sticks, rocks, etc. 
Classes will take a field trip to a body of water 
containing interesting found objects such as 
rocks, driftwood, leaves, pebbles, etc. 
Students will work in groups to discuss their 
ideas of their previous “land art” sketch. 
Students will create their own artwork from 
nature which will be followed by photographic 
evidence and written journal reflections.  

MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT RESOURCES 
῝ found materials from 

nature 
῝ graphite sticks 
῝ colored pencils  
῝ watercolor/pencils 
῝ 9x12 ­ 18x24 bristol paper 
῝ digital camera 
῝ printer 
῝ projector 

 
 

Crump, D. August 10, 2010.​ Land Art: Celebrating 
the work of Michael Heizer, Robert Smithson and 
Walter De Maria.  
 ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVRgwEQX3zs 
 
Frith, F., Höfler, K, Settelmeyer B, & Stryi W. ​ 2010. 
Andy Goldsworthy: Rivers and Tides. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7sZv4_0Fxg 
 
Kbovt{d{bl-!X/!​January 27, 2012. ​Andy 
Goldsworthy -- Land Art. ​Zczfilms.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPDH8yCnlk0 
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http://www.bioscience-explained.org/ENvol1_1/pdf/PhotoEN.pdf
http://www.bioscience-explained.org/ENvol1_1/pdf/PhotoEN.pdf
http://martademenezes.com/

